There can be miracles?
Introduction:

Ask your chanichim what is a miracle.  Do you believe in miracles?  Has a miracle ever happened to you?  If so, let them share their experience. 

Game:
Split your chanichim into five groups.  Every group must make a skit that will show a miracle from the tanach. (give them the sources sheet)

The five miracles are:

      1.The burning bush

2.The ten plagues

3.Kriyat yam suf

4.Manna in the desert

5.David and Goliath

After ten minutes, each group should present its skit, and the other chanichim should guess the miracle.  One chanich from the group that presented will read from the source.  

The burning bush:

"וּמֹשֶׁה, הָיָה רֹעֶה אֶת-צֹאן יִתְרוֹ חֹתְנוֹ--כֹּהֵן מִדְיָן; וַיִּנְהַג אֶת-הַצֹּאן אַחַר הַמִּדְבָּר, וַיָּבֹא אֶל-הַר הָאֱלֹהִים חֹרֵבָה.  ג,ב וַיֵּרָא מַלְאַךְ יְהוָה אֵלָיו, בְּלַבַּת-אֵשׁ--מִתּוֹךְ הַסְּנֶה; וַיַּרְא, וְהִנֵּה הַסְּנֶה בֹּעֵר בָּאֵשׁ, וְהַסְּנֶה, אֵינֶנּוּ אֻכָּל.  ג,ג וַיֹּאמֶר מֹשֶׁה--אָסֻרָה-נָּא וְאֶרְאֶה, אֶת-הַמַּרְאֶה הַגָּדֹל הַזֶּה:  מַדּוּעַ, לֹא-יִבְעַר הַסְּנֶה.  ג,ד וַיַּרְא יְהוָה, כִּי סָר לִרְאוֹת; וַיִּקְרָא אֵלָיו אֱלֹהִים מִתּוֹךְ הַסְּנֶה, וַיֹּאמֶר מֹשֶׁה מֹשֶׁה--וַיֹּאמֶר הִנֵּנִי.  ג,ה וַיֹּאמֶר, אַל-תִּקְרַב הֲלֹם; שַׁל-נְעָלֶיךָ, מֵעַל רַגְלֶיךָ--כִּי הַמָּקוֹם אֲשֶׁר אַתָּה עוֹמֵד עָלָיו, אַדְמַת-קֹדֶשׁ הוּא.  ג,ו וַיֹּאמֶר, אָנֹכִי אֱלֹהֵי אָבִיךָ, אֱלֹהֵי אַבְרָהָם אֱלֹהֵי יִצְחָק, וֵאלֹהֵי יַעֲקֹב; וַיַּסְתֵּר מֹשֶׁה, פָּנָיו, כִּי יָרֵא, מֵהַבִּיט אֶל-הָאֱלֹהִים"
(Shmot\3)

The ten plagues
"וַיֹּאמֶר יְהוָה אֶל-מֹשֶׁה, אֱמֹר אֶל-אַהֲרֹן קַח מַטְּךָ וּנְטֵה-יָדְךָ עַל-מֵימֵי מִצְרַיִם עַל-נַהֲרֹתָם עַל-יְאֹרֵיהֶם וְעַל-אַגְמֵיהֶם וְעַל כָּל-מִקְוֵה מֵימֵיהֶם--וְיִהְיוּ-דָם; וְהָיָה דָם בְּכָל-אֶרֶץ מִצְרַיִם, וּבָעֵצִים וּבָאֲבָנִים.  ז,כ וַיַּעֲשׂוּ-כֵן מֹשֶׁה וְאַהֲרֹן כַּאֲשֶׁר צִוָּה יְהוָה, וַיָּרֶם בַּמַּטֶּה וַיַּךְ אֶת-הַמַּיִם אֲשֶׁר בַּיְאֹר, לְעֵינֵי פַרְעֹה, וּלְעֵינֵי עֲבָדָיו; וַיֵּהָפְכוּ כָּל-הַמַּיִם אֲשֶׁר-בַּיְאֹר, לְדָם.  ז,כא וְהַדָּגָה אֲשֶׁר-בַּיְאֹר מֵתָה, וַיִּבְאַשׁ הַיְאֹר, וְלֹא-יָכְלוּ מִצְרַיִם, לִשְׁתּוֹת מַיִם מִן-הַיְאֹר"
(Shmot\7)

Kriyat yam suf
"וַיֵּט מֹשֶׁה אֶת-יָדוֹ, עַל-הַיָּם, וַיּוֹלֶךְ יְהוָה אֶת-הַיָּם בְּרוּחַ קָדִים עַזָּה כָּל-הַלַּיְלָה, וַיָּשֶׂם אֶת-הַיָּם לֶחָרָבָה; וַיִּבָּקְעוּ, הַמָּיִם.  יד,כב וַיָּבֹאוּ בְנֵי-יִשְׂרָאֵל בְּתוֹךְ הַיָּם, בַּיַּבָּשָׁה; וְהַמַּיִם לָהֶם חוֹמָה, מִימִינָם וּמִשְּׂמֹאלָם.  יד,כג וַיִּרְדְּפוּ מִצְרַיִם, וַיָּבֹאוּ אַחֲרֵיהֶם--כֹּל סוּס פַּרְעֹה, רִכְבּוֹ וּפָרָשָׁיו:  אֶל-תּוֹךְ, הַיָּם.  יד,כד וַיְהִי, בְּאַשְׁמֹרֶת הַבֹּקֶר, וַיַּשְׁקֵף יְהוָה אֶל-מַחֲנֵה מִצְרַיִם, בְּעַמּוּד אֵשׁ וְעָנָן; וַיָּהָם, אֵת מַחֲנֵה מִצְרָיִם.  יד,כה וַיָּסַר, אֵת אֹפַן מַרְכְּבֹתָיו, וַיְנַהֲגֵהוּ, בִּכְבֵדֻת; וַיֹּאמֶר מִצְרַיִם, אָנוּסָה מִפְּנֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל--כִּי יְהוָה, נִלְחָם לָהֶם בְּמִצְרָיִםהַדָּם, בְּכָל-אֶרֶץ מִצְרָיִם"
(Shmot\14)

Manna in the desert
"אֶל-הַמָּן עֵינֵינוּ.  יא,ז וְהַמָּן, כִּזְרַע-גַּד הוּא; וְעֵינוֹ, כְּעֵין הַבְּדֹלַח.  יא,ח שָׁטוּ הָעָם  וְלָקְטוּ וְטָחֲנוּ בָרֵחַיִם, אוֹ דָכוּ בַּמְּדֹכָה, וּבִשְּׁלוּ בַּפָּרוּר, וְעָשׂוּ אֹתוֹ עֻגוֹת; וְהָיָה טַעְמוֹ, כְּטַעַם לְשַׁד הַשָּׁמֶן.  יא,ט וּבְרֶדֶת הַטַּל עַל-הַמַּחֲנֶה, לָיְלָה, יֵרֵד הַמָּן, עָלָיו." 


(Bamidbar\11)

David and Goliath
"וְהָיָה כִּי-קָם הַפְּלִשְׁתִּי, וַיֵּלֶךְ וַיִּקְרַב לִקְרַאת דָּוִד; וַיְמַהֵר דָּוִד, וַיָּרָץ הַמַּעֲרָכָה לִקְרַאת הַפְּלִשְׁתִּי.  מט וַיִּשְׁלַח דָּוִד אֶת-יָדוֹ אֶל-הַכֶּלִי, וַיִּקַּח מִשָּׁם אֶבֶן וַיְקַלַּע, וַיַּךְ אֶת-הַפְּלִשְׁתִּי, אֶל-מִצְחוֹ; וַתִּטְבַּע הָאֶבֶן בְּמִצְחוֹ, וַיִּפֹּל עַל-פָּנָיו אָרְצָה.  נ וַיֶּחֱזַק דָּוִד מִן-הַפְּלִשְׁתִּי בַּקֶּלַע וּבָאֶבֶן, וַיַּךְ אֶת-הַפְּלִשְׁתִּי וַיְמִתֵהוּ; וְחֶרֶב, אֵין בְּיַד-דָּוִד.  נא וַיָּרָץ דָּוִד וַיַּעֲמֹד אֶל-הַפְּלִשְׁתִּי וַיִּקַּח אֶת-חַרְבּוֹ וַיִּשְׁלְפָהּ מִתַּעְרָהּ, וַיְמֹתְתֵהוּ, וַיִּכְרָת-בָּהּ, אֶת-רֹאשׁוֹ; וַיִּרְאוּ הַפְּלִשְׁתִּים כִּי-מֵת גִּבּוֹרָם, וַיָּנֻסוּ.  נב וַיָּקֻמוּ אַנְשֵׁי יִשְׂרָאֵל וִיהוּדָה וַיָּרִעוּ, וַיִּרְדְּפוּ אֶת-הַפְּלִשְׁתִּים, עַד-בּוֹאֲךָ גַיְא, וְעַד שַׁעֲרֵי עֶקְרוֹן; וַיִּפְּלוּ חַלְלֵי פְלִשְׁתִּים, בְּדֶרֶךְ שַׁעֲרַיִם, וְעַד-גַּת, וְעַד-עֶקְרוֹן.  נג וַיָּשֻׁבוּ בְּנֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל, מִדְּלֹק אַחֲרֵי פְלִשְׁתִּים; וַיָּשֹׁסּוּ, אֶת-מַחֲנֵיהֶם.  נד וַיִּקַּח דָּוִד אֶת-רֹאשׁ הַפְּלִשְׁתִּי, וַיְבִאֵהוּ יְרוּשָׁלִָם; וְאֶת-כֵּלָיו, שָׂם בְּאָהֳלוֹ."
(Shmuel\17)

Discussion:

Do you think its good that there are miracles in the world?  Do you think that it makes people put less effort, because they just rely on miracles?

Why when people talk about miracles they refer to huge things? Maybe it could be a small everyday occurrence.  

So how it is connected to Chanukah? In Chanukah the Chashmonaim won the Greeks although they were the weak and with less people. The victory was a huge miracle!

Learning “Al Hanisim” with the Chanichim.

Make a Bristol board with the words of Al Hanisim, and take out some words, and let them fill in the blanks with cards that you’ve prepared.  

"תפילת "על הניסים 
על הנסים ועל הפורקן ועל הגבורות ועל התשועות ועל המלחמות
.שעשית לאבותינו בימים ההם בזמן הזה
בימי מתתיהו בן-יוחנן כהן גדול חשמונאי ובניו כשעמדה מלכות יון
: הרשעה על-עמך ישראל להשכיחם תורתך ולהעבירם מחוקי רצונך 
ואתה ברחמיך הרבים עמדת להם בעת צרתם, רבת את ריבם, דנת את 
דינם, נקמת את נקמתם, מסרת גבורים ביד חלשים ורבים ביד מעטים 
.וטמאים ביד טהורים ורשעים ביד צדיקים וזדים ביד עוסקי תורתך 
ולך עשית שם גדול וקדוש בעולמך ולעמך ישראל עשית תשועה 
גדולה ופרקן כהיום הזה : ואחר כן באו בניך לדביר ביתך ופנו את
היכלך וטהרו את מקדשך והדליקו נרות בחצרות קדשך וקבעו שמונת 
(ימי חנכה אלו להודות ולהלל לשמך הגדול. (מתוך התפילה
Summary:

We learned that miracles happen everyday, all around us, and maybe we just need to pay closer attention to these miracles, and not just think about the large miracles of the Tanach. Maybe we all need to appreciate the small things a little bit more.

Chanuka quiz

1.  Chanukah is known as

a.  The Festival of Lights

b.  The Holiday of Rededication

c.  The Jewish Christmas

d.  The Yiddish Ramadan

2.  The heroes of Chanukah lived in

a.  Ancient Palestine

b.  Ancient Israel

c.  The Occupied Territories

d.  The Liberated Territories

e.  A three-floor walk-up in Brooklyn

3.  The Jews of the time of the first Chanukah worshipped

a.  At the Holy Temple in Jerusalem

b.  At a less holy temple about ten miles west of Jerusalem

c.  Wherever they could get High Holiday tickets

d.  All of the above...except b. and c.

4.  Suddenly, a new, cruel leader (what else is new?) came to power 

the Jews, whose name was

a.  Hafiz al-Assad

b.  Yassir Arafat

c.  Antiochus

d.  Antisemite

e.  Antibody

5.  This evil leader abruptly commanded the Jews of his kingdom to

a.  Eat pig

b.  Eat at McDonald's

c.  Eat everything on their plates

d.  Become idol worshippers

6.  There arose a brave elder among the Jewish people who helped

to lead a revolt against the Greeks, whose name was

a.  Mattathias

b.  Mattityahu

c.  Matthew

d.  Mendive the Poet

7.  Mattityahu (what a relief-that's the answer to # 6) had sons by

the names of

a.  Groucho, Chico, Harpo, Zeppo and Gummo

b.  Huey, Dewey and Louis

c.  Jacob, Joey, Jeremy and Christopher (his wife became less 

traditional as she grew older)

d.  Dah, could be Leroy, Leroy. Leroy and Leroy

8.  The last name of this glorious family was

a.  Marx (see #7a)

b.  Duck (see #7b)

c.  Abu ben Amir (it wasn't easy to be a Jew in those days)

d.  Maccabee

9.  The town in which the heroic family lived was

a.  Modin

b.  Mahwah

c.  Crown Heights

d.  Farfallen Heights

10. Where did the Jews fight the Greeks?

a.  At Entebbe

b.  At Natanya

c.  Through thick and thin

d.  With blood, sweat and tears

11. In order to purify the Holy Temple, the Jews had to

a.  Get a good cleaning person who would do floors

b.  Get a good cleaning person who would do walls and windows too 

(now that's a miracle!)

c.  Get rid of the chazar-fleisch

d.  Get some lamp oil

12. The oil the Maccabees found was sufficient for only

a.  One day

b.  Seven days

c.  Seven days in Israel, eight in the Diaspora (go figure)

13.  But there was a great miracle, as the oil used for resanctifying 

the Temple ended up lasting

a.  Until it needed an oil change

b.  Twelve days

c.  Twelve days, but for you, eight days

14. Hannah was a heroine of the first Chanukah, who had

a.  Five daughters

b.  No, it was Tevye the Fiddler who had five daughters

c.  Seven sons

d.  Six sons

15. One of the great coincidences of history is that:

a.  Chanukah begins on the 25th day of the Hebrew month Kislev

b.  Christmas takes place on the 25th day of the Julian  month of

     December

c.  Chanukah and charoset (from Passover) both start with "ch"

16. Among the Talmudic rulings on this holiday is that:

a.  The Chanukiya must be lit at sunset

b.  The Chanukiya should be placed outside the entrance of one's house

c.  The Chanukiya should be set on a window nearest the street

d. a b and c are correct

e.  Chanukah used to be the day before Tu B'Shvat but the rabbis 

moved it to avoid forest fires

17. Jewish women are obligated to also light the Chanukiya

because..

a.  They were included in the miracle, according to Tractate Shabbat,

b.they should’nt light

c. because it’s even more important than shabbat’s candels

18. One of the major debates in the Talmud involves:

a. The House of Shammai suggesting that we light eight lights on the

first night of Chanukah, and then one less each following night

b.  The House of Hillel suggesting that we light one light on the first

night, and then one more each following night

c.a and b are correct

d.Rabbi Yehuda suggesting that you can do both as the house of Hilel or as the house of Shamai

19. Because Chanukah is considered such a joyous holiday, Jews are

a.  Forbidden to eulogize the dead

b.  Forbidden to make Melacha

c.  Forbidden to cover their neighbor's Christmas lights, especially

since the concept was stolen from the holiday lights of Chanukah, 

anyway

20. Al-Hanissim is added to Birkat Hamazon during the eight days of Chanukah.  

       It translates as:

a.  "Thanks for the Miracles."

b.  "Thanks for the Memories"

c.”Please we need a miracle”.

21. A long-accepted tradition of Jews around the world is for the 

parents to give their children:

a.  Chanukah gelt (money), over the eight days of the holiday

b.Sufganiot

c.i-pod

22. On the holiday of Chanukah, millions of Jews all over the world

a.  Spin the dreidel

b.  Hang the mistletoe

c.  Book a cruise for Easter

d.  Decorate a Chanukah Bush

