Together
Topic: Yerushalayim as a capital city being a unifying factor for Jews throughout Israel, especially during the time of the Beit Hamikdash through the mitzvah of Aliyah La’Regel

Goals:  To demonstrate that one of the special features of Yerushalayim was its ability to bring all of the Jews together, an important characteristic for a capital city. 

Grades 2-3

Story:  “A Gift for Yerushalayim” based on “The Book of Legends”- adapted and translated by Adina Gordon

 
In the days of the Beit HaMikdash, there lived in Israel a man called Rabbi Chanina Ben Dosa.  He lived in a small village in the hills of Galilee, far, far away from Yerushalayim.  He was very poor. Sometimes there was no money for food and Rabbi Chanina and his family would eat only the carob fruit and olives that grew on the trees nearby.  Still, Rabbi Chanina and his family were not jealous of anyone. “We are lucky to be together.  Whatever God has given us is good,” they said.  


One day, however, before the holiday of Passover, Rabbi Chanina saw his neighbors preparing to go up to Yerushalayim.  They chose their finest cows, sheep and fruit as gifts to the Beit HaMikdash.  Rabbi Chanina felt sad.  “I also want to take a gift but I have nothing to bring,” he thought. 


As he walked along thinking these sad thoughts, he suddenly noticed a stone on the ground.  The stone was large and unusual and didn’t seem to belong to anyone.  “I can take this beautiful stone to Yerushalayim”, thought Rabbi Chanina in great excitement.  “Perhaps it can be used in the Beit HaMikdash.  But first I must chisel it and fashion it. Then I will bring it as my gift to Yerushalayim.”  


Rabbi Chanina started working right away.  With his tools he chiseled the stone, cleaned it and rubbed it until it was smooth and bright.  Then he carved designs into it.  Finally he finished.  The stone was unusually beautiful.  “Now I can take it to Yerushalayim,” he thought.  Rabbi Chanina tried to lift it.  He pushed and pulled and pulled and pushed.  The stone didn’t move.  It was too heavy.  


I must hire strong workers to carry it for me”, he said to himself.  He met some farmers on the road.  “Please help me bring this stone to Yerushalayim,” he begged.  “I will pay you five pennies.  It is all the money I have.”

“That is exactly our fee for carrying the stone,” they answered.  

“We will carry it for you gladly, but you must also help us.”


How happy Rabbi Chanina was!  He quickly turned to help the workers lift the stone.  As he touched the stone, the strangest thing happened: Rabbi Chanina felt himself lifted into the air. The earth rushed away from under his feet, the wind filled his ears, and then quite suddenly he found himself standing at the gates of the Beit HaMikdash with the stone at his side.  He turned to pay the workers, but they had disappeared.  “Has anyone seen the five workers who arrived with me?” he asked the passers-by.  No one had seen them.  


Rabbi Chanina went to the wise men of the city.  “What should I do with the five pennies I promised to give the workers?” he asked.  “It is clear to us”, they answered, “that these workers were angels in disguise.  They came to help you bring your gift to Yerushalayim.  The angels help people who love Yerushalayim.”  So Rabbi Chanina gave the money to tzedaka instead and thanked God for His great kindness.  He left the stone at the entrance of the Beit HaMikdash.  The tired pilgrims, coming up to Yerushalayim, were grateful to rest on that stone before entering the Beit HaMikdash.  


After the destruction of the Beit HaMikdash the stone disappeared.  Some people say that it was used later in building the walls of Yerushalayim, and that if you look carefully, you can find it there.  

Sicha: After the story, explain that Jews used to come up to Yerushalayim three times a year to bring their gifts/korbanot. Discuss the idea of bringing a “Gift for Yerushalayim”, and the different kinds of gifts a person could bring. Rabbi Chanina couldn’t afford anything but managed to find something to bring, and it ended up being a gift not only for Yerushalayim but for all the Jewish people who needed a place to rest as well. Also, the gift was so precious that it “made it” into the walls of Yerushalayim because he brought it with love. 

· Have them act out the story. If they’re old enough, tell them to change the story and have Rabbi Chanina bestow a different gift…what would they contribute if they were coming to bring a gift to Yerushalayim? 

Grades 4-8
Game: “See-Run-Build” 

**You’re going to need to come prepared with some materials, like building blocks, a paper plate, cup, etc. Bring double of every material.**
· Divide the kids into two teams, and then divide each team into three groups.  Let’s call them the “See-ers”, the “Runners”, and the “Builders”. 

· On opposite ends of the room, build 2 identical structures out of the materials you brought. Do not let the members of the teams see the structures. 

· Give each team’s See-ers an allotted amount of time to “see” the structure. They then have to go to the Runners and describe the way the structure was built. 

· The Runners then run to the Builders group and relay the See-ers’ description to the Builders who then must attempt to recreate the original structure based on their detailed description. 

· The team that builds the structure most similar to the original wins. (But the point, of course, isn’t really to win - it’s to have fun.  

Note:  After the See-ers finish “seeing” and begin to talk to the runners, take apart the original structure and give the pieces to the Builders, so that they’re ready to build when they get instructions from the Runners.    

Sicha (grades 4-6):

There are a few ideas you might want to draw from this interesting game and a good way to start would be to ask the kids what they have learned. Afterwards: 

· Talk about each person’s role in the game. Each group/person had a specific role that was crucial to the team’s ultimate goal. To recreate the structure successfully, the team needed each member to actively participate and work together. 

· Explain that though Israel was divided into different “teams” they really all had the same goal, to get to Yerushalayim (recreate their structure). Talk about the Jews gathering from lots of different places, and though they were all unique and special in their differences, they united in their common purpose of arriving at Yerushalayim.

· Discuss the idea of different kinds of Jews: Ashkenazic, Sephardic, Chassidish, Ethiopian, Teimani, American - even Conservative and Reform- and ask the kids what they have in common with Jews unlike themselves. Hopefully, one thing that’ll come up with is Israel, and specifically Yerushalayim. Ask if any of them had experiences with Jews unlike themselves (a family simcha, davening at the kotel, in school…), and point out that Yerushalayim is one of the things that brings all Jews together, and will do so even more when it is rebuilt with the Beit HaMikdash.
If you have time you can use this games

Peulah:

Trigger Game #1: Everyone sits in a circle. In the middle of the circle someone sits on a chair with his eyes closed. Next to him is a box full of tickets. All the kids have to try and sneak up and take a ticket from the box. (They can only take one ticket per trip). If the guy in the middle hears noise, he yells “freeze” and points to where he thinks the person is. Everyone freezes and anyone in his line of pointing is caught and now they are in the middle. The point is to get to the center as many times as you can and collect as many tickets as you can without getting caught. The person who does is the winner.

In the game, the center represents Yerushalayim and how everyone is trying to get there. 

But why do we want to go?

Trigger Game #2: The game plays kind of like laser tag. Two kids are “it” and have to tag the other kids. Each kid however has a ticket. Once he is tagged, he has to give in his ticket to the person who’s “it”. Then, he must return to the “base” and get another ticket from the Madrich so that he can continue to play. The chanichim have up until three chances to stay in the game. The kid left over at the end wins.  
Explain to the chanichim that the “home base” is the Beit Hamikdash and throughout the year we return to the Beit Hamikdash to get replenished spiritually, to ‘recharge our batteries’. This is seen specifically through Aliyah l’regel which we do three times a year, on Pesach, Shavuot and Sukkot. But hey- there’s no aliyah la’regel now. So what do we do to keep Yerushalayim on our minds?

Trigger game #2: Have the kids sit down in a circle. The madrich starts telling a story and speaks for twenty-five seconds, including the word Yerushalayim or Beit Hamikdash in his story. He then picks one of the chanichim to continue the story, who also gets 25 seconds to speak (timed by another madrich) and he must use the word Yerushalayim/Beit Hamikdash in the story too. Try to make the story as crazy as possible.  The madrich stops the kid when his time is up and has him pick another chanich to continue. 
Afterwards, ask the kids if their repeating of the word Yerushalayim made them think of Yerushalayim at all. Then compare what you just did with them to what they say in davening. Ask the chanichim when Yerushalayim is mentioned in tfilah? The fact that we say “V’Liyerushalayim Ircha” and “Et tzemach david” each day, 3 times a day, reminds us of the importance of Yerushalayim and how we should always be thinking of it and how it really is the center and focus of what Jews think about.  Is praying the only thing there is to do? Can we do other things too (activism, visit, live there)?

Conclusion: Yerushalayim is the center and focus of our lives as Jews, therefore we should be thinking about it all the time. It is the place of the Beit Hamikdash, and where we can be closest to G-D, therefore traveling there helps us “recharge” our spiritual batteries. Even without the Beit Hamikdash, it remains our focus- we still need to keep it on our mind.
