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Written by- Sarah Gordon

sygordon@gmail.com
Machal Shiur #2:
Intro: Following on yesterday’s shiur, today’s shiur will focus on some of the battles and events that take place in Sefer Yehoshua in order to give the chanichim a sense of what Yehoshua’s ideology was as a leader. Yesterday, we focused backwards, comparing Yehoshua and the time of the Midbar. Tomorrow, we will look forward and start to focus on Sefer Shoftim and the difference between Shoftim and Yehoshua.
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1. The chanichim will see that in conquering the land of Israel, Hashem will provide us with miracles and help, but only if we take initiative first. All the battles fought at the beginning of Yehoshua (at the beginning of conquering the land) were a combination of miracles and teva - natural battles. Hashem, through Yehoshua, is teaching Am Israel how to fight in a natural way.
2. The chanichim will see Yehoshua’s role as a ruchani and religious leader, not just as a general in battle. In all the battles that he leads and in his speeches, Yehoshua always has the same message: G-d will only help us in battle if we keep His mitzvot and the Torah.
Trigger: Ask the chanichim: last time we spoke about how now that Bnei Israel are out of the midbar – everything will now be done naturally (no more man – have to work for food), and not through miracles. But wait a second… think about all the battles that happen in Yehoshua in order to conquer the land. Are these natural or miraculous?
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Have the chanichim make a list (on the board or on a paper) of all the battles that they can remember from Yehoshua (feel free to bribe the kids who get the most). Try to jog their memory by giving them clues about some of the battles.

-Hashem splits the Yarden river

-Yericho – miracle: wall falls down, shofar, etc.

-Shemesh b’Givon Dom – the Sun stands still

-Battle against the Ai – G-d tells us to do an ambush – half the army lures out the Ai while the rest sneaks in and burns their city.

In all these battles it seems like major miracles are taking place! What’s going on – aren’t we supposed to be fighting on our own now?

This is where we see Yehoshua’s attitude towards how Bnei Israel need to act when conquering the land: 

· Theme #1: Yehoshua knows that G-d will help them fight in conquering the land, and will even provide them will miracles, but only if they take the human initiative first. We have to be active now, unlike in the Midbar where the Jews were passive and Hashem took care of us. Now we have to take the 1st step and then Hashem will respond.
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You can compare this to the 6 day war in 1967. We saw clear miracles, but we had to take the 1st step and fight. Hashem will help us if we take initiative. So too in 1948. We celebrate the miracle that we know have Medinat Israel, but Hashem is responding to all the initiative we took in starting off Zionism and coming and building up the land.

	· Theme #2: Yehoshua tells the people that Hashem will help them take conquer the land, but that this will only last if they listen to G-d and follow in His ways. Once they stop following the Torah, Hashem will no longer help them. This shows us Yehoshua’s ruchani side (which he got from being Moshe’s #1 student), Bnei Israel have to keep the Torah, or they will not succeed in conquering the land. Yehoshua is just passing on what Hashem commanded him in Perek 1 to the people.
ז  רַק חֲזַק וֶאֱמַץ מְאֹד, לִשְׁמֹר לַעֲשׂוֹת כְּכָל-הַתּוֹרָה--אֲשֶׁר צִוְּךָ מֹשֶׁה עַבְדִּי, אַל-תָּסוּר מִמֶּנּוּ יָמִין וּשְׂמֹאול:  לְמַעַן תַּשְׂכִּיל, בְּכֹל אֲשֶׁר תֵּלֵךְ. 
	7 Only be strong and very courageous, to observe to do according to all the law, which Moses My servant commanded thee; turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest have good success whithersoever thou goest. 

	ח  לֹא-יָמוּשׁ סֵפֶר הַתּוֹרָה הַזֶּה מִפִּיךָ, וְהָגִיתָ בּוֹ יוֹמָם וָלַיְלָה, לְמַעַן תִּשְׁמֹר לַעֲשׂוֹת, כְּכָל-הַכָּתוּב בּוֹ:  כִּי-אָז תַּצְלִיחַ אֶת-דְּרָכֶךָ, וְאָז תַּשְׂכִּיל. 
	8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein; for then thou shalt make thy ways prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. 


Let’s look at these ideas inside the text.
1. Theme #1: Bnei Israel taking initiative in war and G-d responds
Let’s look at the story of Yericho.
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Check out Yehoshua Perek 6. Hashem has this super plan on how Yehoshua and Am Israel will conquer Yericho. But is this completely miraculous? No, because then Hashem would just destroy Yericho Himself. But He is telling Yehoshua how to do it.

Which parts of this plan are miraculous and Hashem is doing it, and which are Bnei Israel doing? (The wall falling down vs all the circles and the shofars).

What is the point of the shofars and circling it?

1. Fear, strike terror into the hearts of the city

2. Yigal Yadin (Israeli Archeologist): This is how people fought wars in the time of Tanakh. Because every time you circled, the city thought you were going to attack, but then you pulled back. So basically then they never knew when you were really going to attack and when it was a fake out. It’s psychologically terrifying and allows you to attack head on without the ppl in the city knowing whether this is a real attack and whether they need to fight back now, or whether this time is also a fake out attack.

So on one hand, there are miracles that will happen but Bnei Israel have to actually fight a war.

Also – what did Yehoshua do to prepare for this battle in Perek 2? He sent spies! What does this tell us about Yehoshua’s leadership abilities? Why send spies if Hashem will fight for us? Because it’s now a team effort. We put in our hishtadlut and fight like a normal natural war, and Hashem will help us win.

Hashem is teaching us how to fight in a teva, natural way.
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**Yericho is also a “big bang”, Hashem helping us to conquer the 1st city in a battle that people will talk about in years to come. To scare the other nations and help set the stage for an easy kivush (conquering) of the land by Am Israel. We will conquer it by fighting, but G-d is helping us out.

Even in our own lives, it’s the same thing. We have to make our own decisions but G-d is there in the background helping us out.
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Leadership Training:

-Which leadership skills does Yehoshua need here? He needs to be able to lead a people who grew up in desert and who never fought before, how to fight naturally and conquer their land.
-What’s so important about taking initiative in leadership? Or in taking initiative as a nation? Isn’t it better if G-d does everything for us? 
2.     Theme #2: Yehoshua as a Ruchani (religious) leader
Look at the following examples (either all, some, or pick one) with the chanichim: How does each of these cases show Yehoshua as not just a super strong brilliant general/army man, but also as a religious leader?
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a. Yehoshua’s instructions to the people before the battle at Yericho: Perek 6: 16-19. What is Yehoshua commanding here? Here’s how to fight – but don’t break Hashem’s command! Don’t steal stuff, destroy the whole city (put it in cherem – like an ir nidachat – an idol worshipping city- see Devarim 13:14-19).Also, don’t kill Rachav because she was nice to us.
	טז  וַיְהִי בַּפַּעַם הַשְּׁבִיעִית, תָּקְעוּ הַכֹּהֲנִים בַּשּׁוֹפָרוֹת; וַיֹּאמֶר יְהוֹשֻׁעַ אֶל-הָעָם הָרִיעוּ, כִּי-נָתַן יְהוָה לָכֶם אֶת-הָעִיר. 
	16 And it came to pass at the seventh time, when the priests blew with the horns, that Joshua said unto the people: 'Shout; for the LORD hath given you the city. 

	יז  וְהָיְתָה הָעִיר חֵרֶם הִיא וְכָל-אֲשֶׁר-בָּהּ, לַיהוָה:  רַק רָחָב הַזּוֹנָה תִּחְיֶה, הִיא וְכָל-אֲשֶׁר אִתָּהּ בַּבַּיִת--כִּי הֶחְבְּאַתָה, אֶת-הַמַּלְאָכִים אֲשֶׁר שָׁלָחְנוּ. 
	17 And the city shall be devoted, even it and all that is therein, to the LORD; only Rahab the harlot shall live, she and all that are with her in the house, because she hid the messengers that we sent. 

	יח  וְרַק-אַתֶּם שִׁמְרוּ מִן-הַחֵרֶם, פֶּן-תַּחֲרִימוּ וּלְקַחְתֶּם מִן-הַחֵרֶם; וְשַׂמְתֶּם אֶת-מַחֲנֵה יִשְׂרָאֵל, לְחֵרֶם, וַעֲכַרְתֶּם, אוֹתוֹ. 
	18 And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the devoted thing, lest ye make yourselves accursed by taking of the devoted thing, so should ye make the camp of Israel accursed, and trouble it. 

	יט  וְכֹל כֶּסֶף וְזָהָב, וּכְלֵי נְחֹשֶׁת וּבַרְזֶל--קֹדֶשׁ הוּא, לַיהוָה:  אוֹצַר יְהוָה, יָבוֹא. 
	19 But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron, are holy unto the LORD; they shall come into the treasury of the LORD.' 


	b. Acan steals from Yericho and then Am Israel loses their next battle. What do you see from how Yehoshua deals with the situation and the language that he uses in urging Acan to confess (Perek 7: 19-25).

יט  וַיֹּאמֶר יְהוֹשֻׁעַ אֶל-עָכָן, בְּנִי שִׂים-נָא כָבוֹד לַיהוָה אֱלֹהֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל--וְתֶן-לוֹ תוֹדָה; וְהַגֶּד-נָא לִי מֶה עָשִׂיתָ, אַל-תְּכַחֵד מִמֶּנִּי. 
	19 And Joshua said unto Achan: 'My son, give, I pray thee, glory to the LORD, the God of Israel, and make confession unto Him; and tell me now what thou hast done; hide nothing from me.' 

	כ  וַיַּעַן עָכָן אֶת-יְהוֹשֻׁעַ, וַיֹּאמַר:  אָמְנָה, אָנֹכִי חָטָאתִי לַיהוָה אֱלֹהֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל, וְכָזֹאת וְכָזֹאת, עָשִׂיתִי. 
	20 And Achan answered Joshua, and said: 'Of a truth I have sinned against the LORD, the God of Israel, and thus and thus have I done. 


	c. Perek 8: 30-35 (esp. 35): What do we see from Yehoshua’s actions here? What is important to him? He builds a mizbeach, and writes down the Torah for everyone, makes sure everyone hears it. For Yehoshua it’s not just about fighting battles, it’s about reminding the nation under his command that they have a covenant with G-d and a religious mission to fulfill.
ל  אָז יִבְנֶה יְהוֹשֻׁעַ מִזְבֵּחַ, לַיהוָה אֱלֹהֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל, בְּהַר, עֵיבָל. 
	30 Then Joshua built an altar unto the LORD, the God of Israel, in mount Ebal, 

	לא  כַּאֲשֶׁר צִוָּה מֹשֶׁה עֶבֶד-יְהוָה אֶת-בְּנֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל, כַּכָּתוּב בְּסֵפֶר תּוֹרַת מֹשֶׁה--מִזְבַּח אֲבָנִים שְׁלֵמוֹת, אֲשֶׁר לֹא-הֵנִיף עֲלֵיהֶן בַּרְזֶל; וַיַּעֲלוּ עָלָיו עֹלוֹת לַיהוָה, וַיִּזְבְּחוּ שְׁלָמִים. 
	31 as Moses the servant of the LORD commanded the children of Israel, as it is written in the book of the law of Moses, an altar of unhewn stones, upon which no man had lifted up any iron; and they offered thereon burnt-offerings unto the LORD, and sacrificed peace-offerings. 

	לב  וַיִּכְתָּב-שָׁם, עַל-הָאֲבָנִים--אֵת, מִשְׁנֵה תּוֹרַת מֹשֶׁה, אֲשֶׁר כָּתַב, לִפְנֵי בְּנֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל. 
	32 And he wrote there upon the stones a copy of the law of Moses, which he wrote before the children of Israel. 

	לג  וְכָל-יִשְׂרָאֵל וּזְקֵנָיו וְשֹׁטְרִים וְשֹׁפְטָיו עֹמְדִים מִזֶּה וּמִזֶּה לָאָרוֹן נֶגֶד הַכֹּהֲנִים הַלְוִיִּם נֹשְׂאֵי אֲרוֹן בְּרִית-יְהוָה, כַּגֵּר כָּאֶזְרָח--חֶצְיוֹ אֶל-מוּל הַר-גְּרִזִים, וְהַחֶצְיוֹ אֶל-מוּל הַר-עֵיבָל:  כַּאֲשֶׁר צִוָּה מֹשֶׁה עֶבֶד-יְהוָה, לְבָרֵךְ אֶת-הָעָם יִשְׂרָאֵל--בָּרִאשֹׁנָה. 
	33 And all Israel, and their elders and officers, and their judges, stood on this side the ark and on that side before the priests the Levites, that bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD, as well the stranger as the home-born; half of them in front of mount Gerizim and half of them in front of mount Ebal; as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded at the first, that they should bless the people of Israel. 

	לד  וְאַחֲרֵי-כֵן, קָרָא אֶת-כָּל-דִּבְרֵי הַתּוֹרָה, הַבְּרָכָה, וְהַקְּלָלָה--כְּכָל-הַכָּתוּב, בְּסֵפֶר הַתּוֹרָה. 
	34 And afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessing and the curse, according to all that is written in the book of the law. 


	לה  לֹא-הָיָה דָבָר, מִכֹּל אֲשֶׁר-צִוָּה מֹשֶׁה--אֲשֶׁר לֹא-קָרָא יְהוֹשֻׁעַ, נֶגֶד כָּל-קְהַל יִשְׂרָאֵל וְהַנָּשִׁים וְהַטַּף, וְהַגֵּר, הַהֹלֵךְ בְּקִרְבָּם. 
	35 There was not a word of all that Moses commanded, which Joshua read not before all the assembly of Israel, and the women, and the little ones, and the strangers that walked among them. 


d. Yehoshua’s last will and testament: He gives a speech right before he dies (like Moshe in Devarim). Skim Perek 23 and 24. Note how he tells Am Israel that they have to finish conquering the rest of the land and kicking out the rest of the 7 nations, and to make sure that they keep G-d’s commands and the Torah and are not influenced by the nations that they left among them.
Leadership Training:

Ask the chanichim: Is it important that there be a leader who is both a politically strong leader (army/powerful….etc) and also ruchani (spreads religious teachings)? Or is one more important then the other? Meaning either to have a secular king or president or just have a chief rabbi. Could either of those run the country effectively by themselves? What if you had both but they were separate people running the country together? Do you think the fact the Yehoshua was both gave him any advantages as a leader? Why or Why not?

Note: We will see in Shoftim how all the Shoftim fail, largely because even though they save the people physically, they are not able to inspire them religiously. It’s important to have both aspects; the religious aspect and the secular aspect.

Conclusion: We see from Sefer Yehoshua that Bnei Israel as a nation now must fight in a natural way to conquer the land, but that Hashem will help them and even provide them with miracles if they take initiative. We also saw that Yehoshua was not just a brilliant military leader, but he also had a strong ruchani side and was also encouraging Am Israel to follow in Hashem’s ways and to keep the Torah.s
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